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CommonLit Puritan Laws and Character Answer Key:
Unlocking the Secrets of 17th-Century New England

Are you wrestling with the complexities of Puritan society and struggling to find the answers to your
CommonLit assignment on Puritan laws and character? You're not alone! Many students find this
historical period challenging to navigate. This comprehensive guide serves as your ultimate resource,
providing insightful answers and a deeper understanding of the material, helping you ace your
CommonLit assignment on Puritan laws and character. We’ll dissect key aspects of Puritan life,
exploring the strict laws, the compelling characters, and the underlying motivations behind their
actions. This isn't just about finding the "answer key," it's about developing a nuanced understanding
of a fascinating and often misunderstood era. So, grab your reading glasses (or your digital device!),
and let's delve into the world of the Puritans!

Understanding the Puritan Legal System: A Framework of
Strict Morality

The Puritan legal system wasn't built on the principles of modern justice. Instead, it reflected a deeply
religious worldview, intertwining civil law with theocratic principles. Their laws were not merely about
maintaining order but about enforcing a strict moral code based on their interpretation of the Bible.
This system aimed to suppress anything deemed sinful or contrary to God's will. We'll analyze specific
laws from CommonLit assignments, explaining their implications within the context of Puritan society.
For instance, many assignments examine laws against idleness, Sabbath-breaking, and public
displays of affection – reflecting the community's desire for strict adherence to religious rules.

Key Legal Concepts to Consider:

Theocracy: Understanding that the church and state were essentially one entity is crucial to grasping
Puritan laws. The clergy held significant power and influence in judicial matters.
Moral Legislation: Many laws were directly related to morality, aiming to control behaviors deemed
sinful or disruptive to the community's religious harmony.
Punishments: Punishments varied but often involved fines, public shaming, imprisonment, and in
extreme cases, even execution. The severity of punishment reflected the perceived seriousness of the
offense against God and the community.

Deconstructing Puritan Characters: Beyond the Stereotypes

CommonLit assignments often present complex Puritan characters, challenging students to move
beyond simplistic portrayals. These individuals weren't monolithic; they experienced internal conflicts,
personal struggles, and varying degrees of adherence to the strict societal norms. Analyzing these
characters requires careful consideration of their motivations, actions, and the societal pressures they



faced.

Analyzing Character Development:

Internal Conflicts: Examine the internal struggles of characters caught between their personal desires
and the community's rigid expectations.
Motivations: Uncover the underlying motivations driving character actions, considering religious
beliefs, social pressures, and personal ambitions.
Relationships: Explore how relationships shape the characters' actions and choices within the confines
of Puritan society.

CommonLit Passage Examples and Analysis

While I cannot provide specific answers to your CommonLit assignment (as that would be unethical
and defeat the purpose of learning), I can offer a framework for approaching different types of
passages and questions:

Identifying Central Themes: Look for recurring themes like piety, community, sin, redemption, and the
tension between individual freedom and societal conformity.
Analyzing Character Interactions: Consider how characters interact with one another, revealing their
personalities, beliefs, and motivations.
Interpreting the Author's Tone: Determine the author's perspective or bias on Puritan society, paying
attention to the language used and the details emphasized.

Applying Critical Thinking Skills: Moving Beyond Surface-Level
Answers

The CommonLit platform aims to encourage critical thinking, prompting students to analyze texts and
form their own informed interpretations. Simply finding an "answer key" won't help you achieve that
goal. Instead, use the provided text as a springboard for your own intellectual exploration. Ask
yourself questions, challenge your assumptions, and consider alternative perspectives.

Strategies for Critical Analysis:

Contextualization: Consider the historical context of the text and the societal influences shaping the
characters' actions and beliefs.
Comparative Analysis: Compare and contrast different characters or perspectives within the text.
Evidence-Based Reasoning: Support your interpretations with textual evidence from the assigned
reading.

Mastering Your CommonLit Assignment: A Step-by-Step
Approach

Read Carefully: Begin by carefully reading the assigned CommonLit passage, paying close1.
attention to details.



Annotate: Highlight key passages, make notes in the margins, and identify important themes2.
and characters.

Analyze: Apply critical thinking skills to interpret the text, analyzing the author's purpose,3.
characters' motivations, and central themes.

Formulate Your Answers: Formulate thoughtful and well-supported answers to the assignment4.
questions, using textual evidence to support your claims.

Review: Review your answers before submission, ensuring clarity, accuracy, and proper citation5.
of textual evidence.

Conclusion

Navigating the world of Puritan laws and characters requires careful consideration of the historical
context and a deep understanding of the societal forces at play. While finding a readily available
"answer key" might seem appealing, the true value lies in engaging with the material critically and
developing your own nuanced interpretation. Use this guide as a tool to help you dissect the
complexities of Puritan society and achieve a deeper understanding of this fascinating era.
Remember, the goal isn’t just to get the right answers, but to learn and grow intellectually.

FAQs

Are there any online resources besides CommonLit that can help me understand Puritan1.
society? Yes, numerous historical websites, academic articles, and books offer valuable insights
into Puritan life. Searching for "Puritan history" or "Puritan society" online will yield many
relevant resources.

How can I improve my critical thinking skills for analyzing literary texts? Practice analyzing1.
different texts, focusing on identifying the author's purpose, themes, and character
development. Consider joining a literature discussion group or taking a critical thinking course.

What if I'm still struggling to understand the CommonLit assignment after using this guide?1.
Don't hesitate to ask your teacher or professor for clarification and assistance. They are there to
support your learning process.

Is it acceptable to collaborate with classmates on CommonLit assignments? The acceptability of1.
collaboration depends on your teacher's guidelines. Always check the assignment instructions
for specific rules regarding collaboration.



What are some good books that provide a more in-depth look at Puritan history and literature?1.
"Of Plymouth Plantation" by William Bradford and various scholarly works on Puritanism offer
extensive information. Consult your local library or online bookstore for further suggestions.
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