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Core Grammar for Lawyers Post-Test Answers: Ace
Your Legal Writing Exam

Are you a law student sweating over your upcoming grammar exam? Or perhaps a practicing lawyer
looking to brush up on those essential grammatical rules crucial for clear and persuasive legal
writing? You've landed in the right place! This comprehensive guide provides answers and
explanations to common core grammar questions faced by legal professionals, helping you conquer
your post-test anxieties and solidify your understanding of crucial grammar concepts. We'll delve into
the intricacies of grammar specifically relevant to legal writing, making sure you're prepared to write
with precision and clarity - the hallmarks of successful legal professionals.

Understanding the Importance of Grammar in Legal Writing

Before we jump into the answers, let's emphasize why flawless grammar is paramount in the legal
field. A single misplaced comma or an incorrectly used pronoun can alter the meaning of a crucial
clause, leading to misinterpretations, ambiguity, and potentially disastrous consequences. Your legal
writing needs to be precise, unambiguous, and persuasive. Poor grammar undermines your credibility
and weakens your arguments. Mastering core grammar is not just about passing exams; it's about
building a successful legal career.

Section 1: Subject-Verb Agreement - Common Pitfalls &
Solutions

Subject-verb agreement, while seemingly basic, often trips up even experienced writers. Let's tackle
some common scenarios:

Question 1: "The judge, along with the jury members, _ (is/are) deliberating the case."

Answer: "is." The subject is "judge," a singular noun. The phrase "along with the jury members" is a
prepositional phrase and doesn't affect the verb's number.

Question 2: "Neither the defendant nor the witnesses ____ (has/have) provided sufficient evidence."

Answer: "have." With "neither...nor" constructions, the verb agrees with the closest subject, which is
"witnesses" (plural).

Question 3: "A collection of exhibits (is/are) presented to the court."

Answer: "is." Collective nouns like "collection" typically take singular verbs unless the individual
members are emphasized.



Section 2: Pronoun Agreement and Case

Pronoun usage is another area demanding meticulous attention. Pronoun agreement requires that the
pronoun agrees in number and gender with its antecedent (the noun it refers to). Case refers to the
form a pronoun takes depending on its grammatical function in a sentence (e.g., nominative,
objective, possessive).

Question 4: "Each lawyer must present ___ (his/their) closing arguments."

Answer: This is a contentious point. Traditionally, "his" is the correct choice, but contemporary usage
often favors "their" for inclusivity. In legal writing, the safest approach is often to rephrase the
sentence to avoid the problem altogether: "Lawyers must present their closing arguments."
Question 5: "Between you and ___ (I/me), the case is weak."

Answer: "me." "Between" is a preposition, and prepositions take objective pronouns.

Section 3: Comma Usage: The Lawyer's Best Friend (and
Worst Enemy)

Correct comma usage is crucial for clarity and avoiding unintended meanings. Misplaced or missing
commas can completely change the interpretation of a sentence.

Question 6: Correct the sentence: "The lawyer quickly reviewed the documents, and then filed the
motion with the court."

Answer: While grammatically correct, the comma could be removed because the two clauses are
closely related and don't need the comma to create a pause. Removing the comma creates a
smoother flow in the sentence.

Question 7: Correct the sentence: "The witness testified he saw the defendant running from the
scene, however, he couldn't identify him definitively."

Answer: The comma after "scene" is correctly placed. However, the comma after "however" is
unnecessary. "However" is an adverb and should not be set off by commas unless it's beginning a
new sentence.

Question 8: Correct the sentence: "The contract, specifies, that payment is due within thirty days."

Answer: Remove the commas surrounding "specifies". They are unnecessary and disrupt the flow.
Section 4: Parallel Structure: Maintaining Consistency

Parallel structure ensures that elements in a series maintain grammatical consistency.

Question 9: Correct the sentence: "The plaintiff alleges the defendant was negligent, acted recklessly,
and showed a disregard for safety."



Answer: This sentence is correctly parallel using verbs in the past tense. All elements are
grammatically consistent.

Section 5: Avoiding Common Errors in Legal Writing

Beyond the specifics of the above questions, here are some pervasive errors to actively avoid in your
legal writing:

Passive Voice Overuse: While passive voice has its uses, overusing it makes your writing sound weak
and indirect. Favor active voice whenever possible.

Wordiness: Legal writing often suffers from excessive verbosity. Strive for conciseness and clarity.
Every word should contribute to the overall meaning.

Ambiguous Pronouns: Ensure pronouns have clear antecedents to avoid confusion.

Inconsistent Tense: Maintain a consistent verb tense throughout your writing unless a shift in time is
necessary.

Conclusion

Mastering core grammar is an ongoing process, but with consistent practice and a keen eye for detail,
you can significantly improve your legal writing. The examples and explanations provided above offer
a solid foundation for understanding and applying these fundamental grammatical concepts in your
legal work. Remember, precision in language directly translates to precision in legal argumentation
and ultimately, success in the legal profession.

FAQs

1. Where can | find more practice exercises for legal grammar? Many legal writing textbooks and
online resources offer grammar exercises specifically tailored to legal writing.

1. Is there a specific style guide for legal writing grammar? While there isn't one universally
mandated style guide, the Bluebook and ALWD Citation Manual are common resources that
address stylistic elements, including grammar.

1. How can | improve my grammar quickly? Regular practice, reading high-quality legal writing,
and using online grammar tools can significantly improve your skills.



1. Are there any software tools that can help me check my grammar? Yes, numerous grammar
and style checkers, such as Grammarly and ProWritingAid, can assist you in identifying and
correcting errors.

1. What are the most common grammar mistakes lawyers make? The most frequent errors include
subject-verb disagreement, pronoun errors, comma splices, and inconsistent tense usage.
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