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CPC Practice Exam Questions: Ace Your Certified
Professional Coder Exam

Are you ready to conquer the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) exam? The thought of this
crucial certification test can be daunting, but with the right preparation, you can confidently
walk into the exam room and ace it. This comprehensive guide provides you with a wealth
of CPC practice exam questions, categorized for focused study, and designed to mirror the
real exam experience. We’ll cover a range of topics, giving you the practice you need to
feel confident and prepared. Let’s dive into some vital CPC practice exam questions to help
you achieve your certification goal!

Section 1: Medical Terminology and Anatomy

Mastering medical terminology is foundational for accurate coding. These CPC practice
exam questions will test your understanding of key anatomical terms and medical
procedures.

Question 1: A patient presents with inflammation of the appendix. What is the correct term
for this condition?

a) Appendicitis
b) Appendicectomy
c) Peritonitis
d) Colitis

Answer: a) Appendicitis

Question 2: Identify the correct anatomical term for the kneecap:

a) Patella
b) Femur
c) Tibia
d) Fibula

Answer: a) Patella

Question 3: A patient undergoes a surgical procedure to remove a portion of the colon.
What is the correct term for this procedure?

a) Colectomy
b) Colostomy
c) Colonoscopy
d) Appendectomy



Answer: a) Colectomy

Section 2: ICD-10-CM Coding Practice

ICD-10-CM coding is a cornerstone of the CPC exam. These practice questions cover various
scenarios requiring accurate ICD-10-CM code selection.

Question 4: A patient is diagnosed with type 2 diabetes mellitus with complications,
specifically diabetic neuropathy. Which ICD-10-CM code(s) would you use? (You may need
to consult an ICD-10-CM codebook for accurate codes).

(Note: This question requires looking up the actual codes. The purpose is to encourage the
reader to engage with the codebook and practice this crucial skill.)

Question 5: A patient presents with a fracture of the left tibia, resulting from a fall. What
ICD-10-CM code would you assign? (Again, consult the codebook).

(Note: This question again prompts the use of a codebook, emphasizing practical
application.)

Question 6: A patient is diagnosed with hypertension and hyperlipidemia. What ICD-10-CM
codes are necessary?

(Note: This encourages the reader to understand how to code multiple diagnoses.)

Section 3: CPT Coding Practice

CPT coding forms a significant portion of the CPC exam. These practice questions will test
your ability to correctly identify CPT codes for various procedures and services.

Question 7: A physician performs a complete physical examination on a new patient. What
CPT code would you use? (Consult a CPT codebook).

(Note: This question encourages using a CPT codebook, emphasizing the importance of this
resource.)

Question 8: A patient undergoes an excision of a benign lesion from the skin of the arm.
What CPT code would be most appropriate? (Consult a CPT codebook).

(Note: This question focuses on surgical procedure coding and the need for precise code
selection.)

Question 9: A patient receives a series of injections for influenza prevention. What CPT
code(s) would apply? (Consult a CPT codebook).

(Note: This tests understanding of coding for preventative medicine.)



Section 4: HCPCS Level II Codes

Understanding HCPCS Level II codes is essential for comprehensive coding.

Question 10: A patient receives a durable medical equipment (DME) item, specifically a
wheelchair. What HCPCS Level II code would you typically use? (Consult an HCPCS Level II
codebook).

(Note: This question highlights the application of HCPCS codes in specific medical contexts.)

Section 5: Modifier Application

Modifiers refine the meaning of CPT and HCPCS codes. Understanding their application is
crucial.

Question 11: A procedure is performed by two surgeons. Which modifier would you use to
indicate this?

a) -50
b) -63
c) -78
d) -90

Answer: a) -50

Question 12: A procedure is performed bilaterally. Which modifier might be used?

(This question encourages the reader to think about bilateral procedures and modifier
application.)

Conclusion

This selection of CPC practice exam questions offers a glimpse into the range of topics
covered on the actual certification exam. Remember, consistent practice and thorough
understanding of medical terminology, ICD-10-CM, CPT, and HCPCS codes are key to
success. Using official codebooks and other reputable study materials is strongly
recommended. Good luck with your exam preparation!

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Where can I find official CPC exam study materials?
A1: The AAPC (American Academy of Professional Coders) website is the best place to find
official study materials, including practice exams and study guides.

Q2: How many questions are on the actual CPC exam?
A2: The number of questions on the CPC exam can vary, but it typically consists of a
significant number of multiple-choice questions.



Q3: What is the passing score for the CPC exam?
A3: The AAPC does not publicly disclose the exact passing score. Focus on comprehensive
preparation rather than chasing a specific score.

Q4: Can I retake the CPC exam if I fail?
A4: Yes, the AAPC allows candidates to retake the exam after a waiting period. Check the
AAPC website for their specific retake policy.

Q5: Are there any practice exams available online besides this blog post?
A5: Yes, numerous online resources offer CPC practice exams and question banks.
However, always verify the credibility and relevance of the source before using it for study.
Remember that the AAPC website is the most reliable source for official preparation
materials.
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