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Definitive Technology D17 Review: A Deep Dive into
High-Fidelity Sound

Are you considering upgrading your home audio system and have your eye on the Definitive
Technology D177 This in-depth Definitive Technology D17 review will cut through the marketing
hype and deliver a frank assessment of its performance, build quality, and overall value. We'll
explore its strengths and weaknesses, helping you decide if these speakers are the right fit for your
listening needs. We'll cover everything from its sonic signature to its design and ease of use,
providing a comprehensive guide that will answer all your burning questions. Let's dive in!

Unboxing and Initial Impressions: Design and Build Quality

The first thing that strikes you about the Definitive Technology D17 is its sleek, modern design. The
sculpted cabinet, available in a sophisticated black or white finish, exudes a premium feel. The build
quality is undeniably excellent; these aren't flimsy speakers. They feel solid and robust, hinting at
the high-quality components within. The D17 boasts Definitive Technology's signature BDSS
(Balanced Double Surround System) mid-bass driver, a technology that promises improved clarity
and reduced distortion. The tweeter is also noteworthy, employing a high-definition aluminum dome
design for crisp highs. The overall aesthetic is minimalist yet elegant, making them a stylish addition
to any living room or dedicated listening space. The included grilles, while not essential for aesthetic
appeal, provide protection and are easily attachable and removable.

Sound Performance: A Detailed Analysis

Now, for the crucial part: the sound. The Definitive Technology D17 excels in delivering a balanced
and detailed sonic experience. The bass response is surprisingly deep and controlled for a speaker of
its size, thanks to that BDSS driver. It avoids being muddy or overpowering, integrating seamlessly
with the midrange and highs. The midrange is where the D17 truly shines, offering exceptional
clarity and detail. Vocals are reproduced with remarkable accuracy, allowing you to discern subtle
nuances in the artist's performance. The high frequencies are crisp and clear, without being harsh or
fatiguing, even at higher volumes.

The D17 handles a wide range of musical genres with ease. From the delicate intricacies of classical
music to the powerful dynamics of rock and roll, these speakers maintain their composure and
accuracy. They excel at creating a spacious and immersive soundstage, making you feel like you're
right in the middle of the performance. However, depending on your room's acoustics, you might
find yourself needing some room treatment (bass traps, diffusers) to optimize their performance,
particularly in the lower frequencies. This isn't a fault of the speakers themselves, but a factor to
consider for optimal sound.



Connectivity and Setup: Ease of Integration

Setting up the Definitive Technology D17 is straightforward. The speaker terminals are clearly
labeled and readily accept banana plugs or bare wire. Connecting them to your amplifier or receiver
is a simple process. While they don't feature any integrated digital processing or wireless
capabilities (like Bluetooth or Wi-Fi), this simplicity ensures compatibility with a vast array of audio
systems. This focus on analog connectivity is a testament to their commitment to pure audio quality.

Comparison with Competitors: How Does the D17 Stack Up?

The Definitive Technology D17 competes in a crowded market. When compared to similar bookshelf
speakers in its price range, the D17 distinguishes itself with its superior clarity and detail in the
midrange. While some competitors might offer slightly more bass extension, the D17 compensates
with its impressive control and accuracy, preventing muddiness. Direct comparisons with brands like
Klipsch, Polk Audio, and ELAC will reveal nuanced differences in tonal balance, but the D17
generally holds its own, showcasing a well-balanced and refined sonic signature.

Overall Value and Verdict: Is it Worth the Price?

The Definitive Technology D17 represents a significant investment, but the exceptional build quality,
balanced sound, and detailed performance justify the cost for discerning audiophiles. These
speakers are perfect for those who appreciate a refined and accurate listening experience. If you
value crisp highs, clear mids, and controlled bass in a stylish package, the D17 is a strong
contender. However, prospective buyers should consider their existing audio setup and room
acoustics to ensure optimal performance.

Conclusion

The Definitive Technology D17 offers a compelling combination of style, build quality, and superior
sonic performance. Its balanced sound signature, detailed midrange, and controlled bass make it a
highly versatile speaker suitable for a wide range of musical genres. While the price point is higher
than some competitors, the overall value proposition remains strong for audio enthusiasts seeking a
premium listening experience.

FAQs

1. What type of amplifier is recommended for the Definitive Technology D17? A quality stereo
receiver or amplifier with 50-100 watts per channel is recommended. Matching impedance is
crucial for optimal performance.

1. Are these speakers suitable for small rooms? Yes, the D17 can work well in small to medium-
sized rooms. However, be mindful of potential bass buildup in smaller spaces; room treatment
may be beneficial.



1. Can I use these speakers for home theater? While not explicitly designed for home theater, the
D17 can function effectively as front left and right speakers in a smaller home theater setup.

1. What is the warranty on the Definitive Technology D17? Check Definitive Technology's official
website for the most up-to-date warranty information. It typically includes a limited warranty
covering manufacturing defects.

1. Are wall mounting options available for the Definitive Technology D17? While not specifically
designed for wall mounting, you can use appropriate brackets designed for speakers of similar
size and weight. Consult with your local audio specialist for recommendations.
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