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English Legal System Revision Notes: Your Ultimate
Guide to Exam Success

Are you staring down the barrel of an English Legal System exam, feeling overwhelmed by the sheer
volume of information you need to digest? Don't panic! This comprehensive guide provides you with
expertly curated English legal system revision notes, designed to help you navigate the complexities
of the subject and achieve exam success. We'll break down the key concepts, offer helpful
mnemonics, and provide a structured approach to ensure you're fully prepared. Forget cramming; this
is about intelligent revision for lasting understanding.

I. Understanding the Sources of Law: A Hierarchical Approach

The English legal system isn't a monolithic entity; it's a complex interplay of various sources.
Understanding their hierarchical relationship is crucial.

Legislation (Statute Law): Parliamentary sovereignty reigns supreme. Acts of Parliament are the
highest form of law, overriding previous common law precedents where there's a direct conflict.
Remember the process: First Reading, Second Reading (key debate), Committee Stage
(amendments), Report Stage (further amendments), Third Reading, then passage through the House
of Lords. Think of it as a legislative journey!

Common Law (Case Law): This is judge-made law, built upon precedent. Stare decisis – "let the
decision stand" – is the cornerstone. Understand the principles of ratio decidendi (the binding part of a
judgment) and obiter dicta (persuasive but not binding statements). Practice identifying these within
case summaries. Key cases should be understood in their context – what legal principles did they
establish or clarify?

European Union Law (Post-Brexit Considerations): While the UK has left the EU, the impact of EU law
remains significant. Many statutes incorporate EU principles, and case law interpreting EU law still
holds relevance, especially in understanding the evolution of certain legal concepts.

Equity: This developed to mitigate the harshness of common law. Remember the maxims of equity!
They offer a concise summary of equitable principles. Understanding the historical development of
equity helps contextualize its role in modern law.

II. Key Branches of Law: A Bird's Eye View

The English Legal System encompasses numerous branches. Prioritize understanding the core
principles of these key areas:

Constitutional Law: This covers the fundamental principles governing the state, including the
separation of powers (legislature, executive, judiciary), the rule of law, and human rights. Focus on
landmark cases that shaped these principles.



Criminal Law: This deals with offences against the state. Remember the elements of a crime – actus
reus (guilty act) and mens rea (guilty mind). Differentiate between various types of offences (e.g.,
murder vs. manslaughter). Know the stages of a criminal trial.

Contract Law: The formation of a valid contract (offer, acceptance, consideration, intention to create
legal relations) is fundamental. Understand different types of contracts and the remedies available for
breach.

Tort Law: This deals with civil wrongs. Focus on negligence (duty of care, breach, causation,
remoteness of damage), defamation, and trespass.

Land Law: Understand different types of land ownership (freehold, leasehold), easements, and
mortgages. Familiarize yourself with key legislation.

III. The Court System: A Structural Overview

Understanding the structure of the English court system is paramount.

Magistrates' Courts: Deal with less serious criminal cases and some civil matters.
Crown Courts: Deal with more serious criminal cases.
County Courts: Handle most civil cases.
High Court: Divided into three divisions (Queen's Bench, Chancery, Family).
Court of Appeal: Hears appeals from lower courts.
Supreme Court: The highest court of appeal in the UK.

Knowing the jurisdiction of each court and the appeal routes between them is vital.

IV. Effective Revision Techniques: Maximizing Your Study
Time

Effective revision isn't just about rereading notes; it's about active recall and application.

Create Mind Maps: Visual representation of key concepts can greatly aid memorization.
Use Flashcards: Perfect for memorizing cases, legal principles, and definitions.
Practice Past Papers: This is crucial for understanding exam format and identifying weak areas.
Form Study Groups: Discussing concepts with peers can improve understanding and highlight areas of
confusion.
Regular Breaks: Avoid burnout by scheduling regular breaks throughout your study sessions.

V. Exam Strategies: Achieving Peak Performance

Read the Question Carefully: Understand what the examiner is asking for before you start writing.
Structure Your Answers: Clear and concise answers demonstrate understanding.
Use Legal Language: Employ precise terminology and cite relevant case law and statutes.
Time Management: Allocate sufficient time to each question.
Proofread Your Work: Check for grammar and spelling errors before submitting.



Conclusion

Mastering the English Legal System requires diligent study and a strategic approach. By utilizing
these English legal system revision notes and employing effective revision techniques, you can
transform the daunting task of exam preparation into a manageable and rewarding experience.
Remember, consistent effort and a clear understanding of the core principles will lead you to success.

FAQs

What are the most important cases to know for the English Legal System exam? The key cases1.
will vary depending on your specific syllabus, but focusing on landmark cases that established
or significantly clarified major legal principles is crucial. Your lecture notes and recommended
reading list will be your best guide.

How can I best memorize legal definitions and principles? Flashcards and mind maps are1.
excellent tools. Actively testing yourself using these methods, alongside applying the principles
to hypothetical scenarios, will reinforce your learning.

What resources are available beyond these notes? Utilize your course textbooks, lecture notes,1.
and online resources such as legal databases (like Westlaw or LexisNexis, if available). Past
papers are invaluable practice resources.

How can I improve my legal writing skills? Practice writing answers to past exam questions. Pay1.
attention to the structure of your answers, using clear and concise language, and always cite
relevant authority (cases and statutes).

What if I'm struggling with a particular area of the syllabus? Don't hesitate to seek help from1.
your lecturer, tutor, or classmates. Forming study groups can be incredibly beneficial in tackling
challenging topics together.
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