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Heinrich Schliemann's Discovery of Troy: Unearthing
History's Greatest Myth

Have you ever dreamed of unearthing a lost city, a place steeped in legend and shrouded in myth?
That's precisely what Heinrich Schliemann achieved, captivating the world with his sensational
discovery of Troy. This blog post dives deep into the fascinating life of Schliemann, his unwavering
belief in Homer's lliad, and the meticulous (and sometimes controversial) archaeological methods that
led to the unearthing of this ancient city. We'll explore the impact of his discovery, the ongoing
debates surrounding his work, and the enduring legacy he left behind. Prepare to be transported back
in time as we unravel the thrilling tale of Heinrich Schliemann's discovery of Troy.

The Man Behind the Myth: Heinrich Schliemann's Early Life
and Ambitions

Heinrich Schliemann (1822-1890) wasn't born into a life of privilege or academic pursuits. He was
born into a humble family in Mecklenburg, Germany. However, from a young age, Schliemann
possessed an insatiable thirst for knowledge and a fervent belief in the reality of Homer's epic poems,
particularly the lliad. He devoured ancient texts, teaching himself multiple languages and becoming
fluent in Greek, English, French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Russian, and Swedish - a remarkable
feat for a self-educated man. His early life was marked by hardship and determination, fueling his
ambitious quest to prove the historicity of the Trojan War. This incredible drive would become the
cornerstone of his later success. He developed a passionate obsession for archaeology, driven by his
romantic idealism and a deep-seated conviction that the stories of Homer were not mere myths but
factual accounts of a glorious past.

The Quest Begins: Schliemann's Archaeological Journey

Schliemann's pursuit of Troy wasn't a casual hobby; it was a consuming passion that defined his life.
After making a fortune in business, he dedicated himself to archaeology, using his wealth to finance
his ambitious excavations. He wasn't a formally trained archaeologist - a fact that later fueled
criticism of his methods - but his unwavering conviction and sheer determination propelled him
forward. He began his archaeological career with excavations in Greece, focusing on Mycenae,
uncovering evidence of a rich and advanced Bronze Age civilization that added further credence to his
belief in the reality of the Trojan War. This experience refined his techniques, preparing him for the
ultimate challenge: finding Troy.

The Discovery of Troy: Excavations at Hisarhk

Schliemann's belief led him to Hisarlik, a site in modern-day Turkey, long suspected as the possible
location of Troy. Beginning his excavations in 1870, Schliemann employed methods that, by today's
standards, were considered somewhat brutal and lacked the precision of modern archaeology. He
utilized large-scale digging, often destroying valuable layers of archaeological context in his haste to



uncover "treasures." Despite his controversial methods, his excavations unearthed a series of ancient
settlements, revealing a rich history spanning millennia.

The "Treasure of Priam": Controversy and Legacy

One of the most controversial aspects of Schliemann's work was his discovery of what he called the
"Treasure of Priam," a collection of gold artifacts from one of the layers of the ancient city. He initially
claimed this hoard belonged to the legendary King Priam, fueling public imagination and solidifying
his place in history. However, his lack of meticulous record-keeping and the potentially disruptive
nature of his excavation techniques cast doubts on the accuracy of his claims. The "Treasure of
Priam" is now believed to date from a later period than the time of the Trojan War, but its discovery
remains integral to Schliemann's narrative and the popular understanding of Troy. The controversy
surrounding his methodology, however, highlights the importance of ethical and precise
archaeological practice today.

The Lasting Impact of Schliemann's Work: A Pioneer in
Archaeology

Despite the criticisms levelled against his methods, Schliemann's contribution to archaeology is
undeniable. He was a pioneer, bringing to life a city and a historical period that had been largely
relegated to the realm of myth. His discoveries sparked a renewed interest in Homer's works and
stimulated further archaeological research in the Aegean region. His work, however flawed,
fundamentally changed our understanding of the Bronze Age and the ancient world, inspiring
generations of archaeologists. His contribution is primarily in demonstrating the tangible reality
underlying ancient myths and legends. He successfully linked the world of literature and legend to the
realm of archaeological reality.

Conclusion: The Enduring Mystery of Troy

Heinrich Schliemann's discovery of Troy remains a captivating tale of ambition, determination, and
the thrilling pursuit of historical truth. While his methods were sometimes controversial, his
unwavering belief in the reality of Homer's epic poems led to the unearthing of a crucial piece of
history. His legacy continues to inspire, reminding us of the power of human curiosity and the
enduring allure of uncovering the secrets of the past. His story serves as a powerful reminder that
while our understanding of the past evolves with new discoveries and refined methodologies, the
initial sparks of exploration often drive the greatest advancements.

FAQs:

1. What were the main criticisms of Heinrich Schliemann's archaeological methods? Schliemann's
methods were criticized for their lack of precision and meticulous record-keeping. His large-
scale digging often destroyed valuable layers of archaeological context, making it difficult to
accurately date and interpret the artifacts found. The lack of careful stratification compromised
the understanding of the settlement's chronology.



1. Where exactly did Schliemann excavate Troy? He excavated at Hisarlik, a site in modern-day
Turkey.

1. What is the significance of the "Treasure of Priam"? The "Treasure of Priam" is significant
because it captivated the public imagination and cemented Schliemann's fame, even if its
attribution to King Priam and its supposed connection to the Trojan War are now disputed.

1. How did Schliemann's discovery impact the study of archaeology? Schliemann's work, despite
its flaws, spurred significant advancements in archaeological practices. It popularized
archaeology, leading to increased funding and interest in the field. It demonstrated the
potential for linking literature and legend with tangible archaeological evidence.

1. Beyond Troy, what other significant archaeological sites did Schliemann excavate? Before
focusing on Troy, Schliemann conducted significant excavations at Mycenae in Greece,
uncovering further evidence of a rich Bronze Age civilization that corroborated his belief in the
historicity of the Trojan War. He also worked at other sites in the Aegean region.
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