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History of the Eagles: Part One - From Linda Ronstadt
to the First Flight

So, you're curious about the Eagles? You've heard the iconic hits, maybe seen some grainy concert
footage, but want to delve deeper into the story behind one of the biggest-selling bands of all time?
This is Part One of a deep dive into the history of the Eagles, exploring their formative years, the early
influences that shaped their sound, and the events that led to their explosive success. Get ready to
soar through time with us as we uncover the fascinating story of this legendary rock band. This post
will cover their origins, early career struggles, and the pivotal moments that set the stage for their
unparalleled success.

The Pre-Eagles Flight: Individual Journeys

Before the Eagles took flight, their individual members were already making waves in the burgeoning
California music scene of the late 1960s and early 1970s. This wasn't a band formed overnight; it was
the culmination of years of experience, talent, and individual ambition.

Glenn Frey: A gifted songwriter and vocalist, Frey honed his skills in various bands before finding his
footing. His distinctive voice and songwriting prowess would become essential to the Eagles’ sound.
Don Henley: Henley's powerful drumming and vocals provided a strong backbone to the band's music.
His lyrical contributions added depth and meaning to their songs.

Randy Meisner: Known for his incredible falsetto and soulful bass playing, Meisner initially played with
Rick Nelson before joining the Eagles. He contributed significantly to the band's early harmonies and
overall energy.

Bernie Leadon: A highly skilled multi-instrumentalist (guitar, banjo, mandolin), Leadon brought a
country-rock flavour to the Eagles, which would become a signature element of their music.

These four musicians, each with their distinct musical background, would come together to form a
potent blend of country, rock, and folk influences. Their individual journeys, however, are just as
compelling as the story of the band itself. We'll explore these individual stories further in future parts
of this series.

Linda Ronstadt: The Catalyst for Collaboration

The story of the Eagles isn't complete without mentioning Linda Ronstadt. She wasn't a member, but
she played a pivotal role in their formation. Frey and Henley were initially members of Linda
Ronstadt’s backing band, along with Leadon. Their time working with Ronstadt, a highly successful
and influential artist, provided invaluable experience and allowed them to develop their musical
chemistry and songwriting skills. It was this collaboration that truly sparked the idea for the Eagles.
The shared experience of performing with Ronstadt provided the foundation on which they built their
own unique musical identity.



Taking Flight: The Early Years and First Album

By 1971, Frey, Henley, Leadon, and Meisner decided to strike out on their own and form their band,
the Eagles. Their self-titled debut album, released in 1972, showcased their diverse musical styles
and foreshadowed the success that was to come. While not an immediate commercial explosion, the
album established their sound, blending country, rock, and folk influences into a cohesive whole.
Tracks like "Take It Easy" and "Witchy Woman" began to gain traction on radio, giving them a steady
fanbase. This first album, while crucial, would only be a prelude to their eventual ascent to
superstardom.

The Rise of a Legend: Building Momentum

The Eagles' early success was built on hard work, relentless touring, and consistently strong
songwriting. Their second album, "Desperado," further solidified their unique style. While
commercially less successful than their debut, "Desperado"” is now viewed as a highly influential
album, demonstrating a deeper artistic commitment. This album established the band as more than
just a collection of talented musicians; they were telling stories, creating a narrative through their
music. They were slowly but surely building a devoted and ever-growing fan base. This period
highlights the importance of perseverance and the gradual growth that led to the massive success
they would eventually achieve.

Conclusion: A Foundation Laid

This first part of our journey into the history of the Eagles has covered the band's origins, the
individual journeys of its founding members, the pivotal role of Linda Ronstadt, and the crucial steps
taken with their first two albums. We’ve explored the foundations upon which this iconic band was
built, laying the groundwork for the explosive success that would soon follow. In the next installments,
we’ll delve deeper into the albums that cemented their place in music history, explore the internal
conflicts, and witness the rise and fall (and eventual rise again!) of this legendary band. Stay tuned
for more!

FAQs:

1. What other bands were Glenn Frey and Don Henley involved in before the Eagles? Before the
Eagles, Glenn Frey and Don Henley were both members of Linda Ronstadt's backing band. Frey
was also involved in several other projects, while Henley's earlier musical endeavors were less
widely known.

1. What was the overall sound of the Eagles' first aloum? Their self-titled debut album blended
country, rock, and folk influences, creating a sound that was both familiar and unique. It
showcased their individual talents and foreshadowed the future direction of their music.



1. Why was Linda Ronstadt so important to the Eagles' formation? Linda Ronstadt provided a
crucial platform for Frey, Henley, and Leadon to collaborate and hone their musical skills. Her
influence on their songwriting and overall sound is undeniable.

1. Was Desperado a commercial success when it was released? Compared to their self-titled
debut, Desperado had less commercial success initially. However, it's now widely considered a
critically acclaimed and influential album.

1. What makes the Eagles' early music so significant? The Eagles' early work established their
unique blend of genres and their storytelling ability. These early albums laid the groundwork for
the massive success they would later achieve and cemented their place in musical history.
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