how to tell the time in french

How to Tell the Time in French: A Comprehensive Guide

So, you're ready to impress your French friends, colleagues, or that charming Parisian you met on
your last trip? Knowing how to tell the time in French is a fantastic way to show you're making an
effort and genuinely engaging with the culture. This isn't just about rote memorization; it's about
understanding the nuances of French time-telling, which are slightly different from what you might be
used to. This comprehensive guide will walk you through everything you need to know, from basic
hour telling to mastering those tricky half-hours and quarter-hours. Get ready to conquer French time!

Understanding the Basics: Telling the Hour

The good news is that telling the hour in French is relatively straightforward. You'll use the numbers
1-12, along with the word "heure" (hour) and "heures" (hours - for plural).

1 heure: One o'clock

2 heures: Two o'clock

3 heures: Three o'clock

...and so on until...

12 heures: Twelve o'clock (midday or midnight)

Notice that "heures" is used for all numbers except one. This is a crucial grammatical point.
Beyond the Hour: Minutes in French

Now things get a little more interesting. We move beyond simple hours and incorporate minutes.
French uses a slightly different system than English. Instead of saying "ten past two," they use a
construction that translates literally to "two and ten."

Here's the structure:

[Number] heure[s] et [Number] [minute]

Where:

[Number] heure[s]: The hour (remember "heures" for plural, except for one o'clock)
et: and

[Number]: The number of minutes

minute: minute (or minutes if more than one, though the singular is usually used)

Examples:

2 heures et 10: Two ten (2:10)
5 heures et 25: Five twenty-five (5:25)



10 heures et 45: Ten forty-five (10:45)
Mastering the Half-Hour and Quarter-Hour

The half-hour and quarter-hour have their own special phrases, making them easier to say and
understand.

Half-past: Instead of saying "et 30," you use "et demie" (and half). So, "half-past three" is "trois
heures et demie."

Quarter-past: "Un quart" (a quarter) is used. "Quarter past seven" is "sept heures et un quart."

Quarter-to: For quarter-to, you use "moins un quart" (minus a quarter). "Quarter to twelve" is "douze
heures moins un quart."

Differentiating AM and PM: Matin, Midi, Apres-midi, and Soir

In French, you don't use AM and PM in the same way as English. Instead, you specify the time of day
using these words:

Matin: Morning (generally from 6:00 am to 12:00 pm)

Midi: Noon (12:00 pm)

Apres-midi: Afternoon (generally from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm)
Soir: Evening (generally from 6:00 pm onwards)

Examples:

Sept heures du matin: Seven o'clock in the morning

Midi: Noon

Deux heures de I'apres-midi: Two o'clock in the afternoon
Dix heures du soir: Ten o'clock in the evening

Note the use of "du" and "de I'" before "matin," "apres-midi," and "soir." This is a crucial grammatical
element for accurate phrasing.

Telling Time in a More Casual Setting

While the formal structures are great for precision, everyday conversations often use more relaxed
phrasing. You might hear things like:

Il est deux heures: It's two o'clock (This is a simple and common way to state the time).
Il est presque trois heures: It's almost three o'clock.
Il est passé trois heures: It's past three o'clock.



Practice Makes Perfect: Tips for Mastering French Time

The best way to learn how to tell time in French is through consistent practice. Try incorporating
these tips:

Use flashcards: Create flashcards with the time in English on one side and the French equivalent on
the other.

Practice with a language partner: Find a native French speaker or language exchange partner to
practice with.

Watch French movies and TV shows: Pay attention to how characters tell the time.

Use online resources: Utilize language learning apps and websites that include time-telling exercises.

Conclusion

Mastering how to tell the time in French opens up a whole new level of communication and cultural
understanding. From the basic hour to the nuanced use of "demie" and "quart," this guide has
provided you with the essential tools. Remember that consistent practice is key. So, start practicing,
and soon you'll be effortlessly conversing about the time in French!

FAQs

1. How do you say "It's 1:15" in French?

It's "une heure et quart" (one o'clock and a quarter).

1. What's the difference between "heures" and "heure"?

"Heure" is used for one o'clock, while "heures" is used for all other hours (two o'clock, three o'clock,
etc.).

1. How do | say "five to eleven" in French?

You would say "onze heures moins cing" (eleven o'clock minus five).

1. Is there a specific way to say "sharp" (as in "two o'clock sharp") in French?

While there isn't a direct equivalent of "sharp," you can emphasize the precision by saying something
like "exactement deux heures" (exactly two o'clock).



1. How do | ask someone what time it is in French?

You can ask "Quelle heure est-il ?" (What time is it?) or, more informally, "Il est quelle heure ?" (What
time is it?).
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