HOW TO UNPROTECT EXCEL WORKBOOK WITHOUT PASSWORD
2016

How To UNPROTECT AN ExceL Workeook WiTHoUT Passworp (2016)

HAVE YOU EVER ENCOUNTERED A LOCKED EXCEL \WORKBOOK, DESPERATELY NEEDING ACCESS TO THE DATA INSIDE BUT FACED
WITH A FORGOTTEN PASSWORD? THAT FRUSTRATING FEELING OF BEING LOCKED OUT OF YOUR OWN WORK IS ALL TOO
COMMON. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL WALK YOU THROUGH SEVERAL METHODS TO UNPROTECT YOUR ExceL 2016
WORKBOOK WITHOUT THE PASSWORD, EXPLORING BOTH SIMPLE TRICKS AND MORE ADVANCED TECHNIQUES. WE'LL cover
SCENARIOS WHERE YOU MIGHT KNOW SOME PARTS OF THE PASSWORD, AND SITUATIONS \WHERE YOU'RE COMPLETELY LOCKED
OUT. LET'S GET STARTED AND UNLOCK THOSE SPREADSHEETS!

UNDERSTANDING EXCEL W ORKkBOOK PROTECTION

BEFORE WE DIVE INTO THE METHODS, IT'S CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTAND WHAT TYPES OF PROTECTION EXCEL OFFERS. THIS WILL
HELP YOU DETERMINE THE BEST APPROACH FOR YOUR SPECIFIC SITUATION. EXCEL PROTECTION CAN BE BROADLY CATEGORIZED
INTO!:

SHEET PROTECTION: THIS PROTECTS INDIVIDUAL WORKSHEETS WITHIN THE W ORKBOOK, PREVENTING CHANGES TO CELLS,
FORMATTING, OR THE INSERTION/DELETION OF RO\X/S/COLUMNS. THIS IS THE LEAST RESTRICTIVE FORM OF PROTECTION.

X/ orkBOOK PROTECTION: THIS PROTECTS THE STRUCTURE OF THE ENTIRE WORKBOOK, PREVENTING CHANGES TO THE
\WORKSHEET STRUCTURE (HIDING/UNHIDING SHEETS, RENAMING SHEETS, ETC.).

PAssWORD PROTECTION: THIS IS THE MOST SECURE FORM OF PROTECTION. |T REQUIRES A PASSWORD TO ACCESS THE
PROTECTED CONTENT, BE IT SHEET OR \WWORKBOOK LEVEL PROTECTION. THIS IS WHAT WE'LL PRIMARILY FOCUS ON IN THIS
ARTICLE.

MeTHoD 1: TRYING COMMON PASSWORDS

BEFORE RESORTING TO MORE ADVANCED TECHNIQUES, IT'S ALWAYS WORTH TRYING COMMON PASSWORDS YOU MIGHT HAVE
USED. THIS INCLUDES:

Y OUR NAME OR VARIATIONS OF YOUR NAME.

Y OUR BIRTHDATE OR ANNIVERSARY DATE.

SIMPLE NUMERICAL SEQUENCES (1234, 1111, eTc.).
COMMON WORDS LIKE “PASSWORD"” OR “EXCEL”.

W/HILE THIS METHOD MIGHT SEEM SIMPLISTIC, IT SURPRISINGLY WWORKS OFTEN. MANY PEOPLE USE EASILY GUESSABLE
PASS\WORDS, MAKING THIS A QUICK AND EFFECTIVE FIRST STEP.

MeTHOD 2: UsINg VBA Cobe (FOr SHEET PROTECTION)

IF THE PROTECTION IS ONLY AT THE SHEET LEVEL, YOU CAN USE VISUAL BAsIC FOrR AppLICATIONS (VBA) CODE TO BYPASS
IT. THIS METHOD REQUIRES SOME BASIC UNDERSTANDING OF VBA. CAUTION: USING VBA IMPROPERLY CAN DAMAGE YOUR
WORKBOOK, SO PROCEED WITH CARE AND ALWAYS BACK UP YOUR FILE BEFORE ATTEMPTING THIS. HERE'S A BASIC VBA CoDE
SNIPPET THAT YOU CAN RUN IN THE VBA epitor (ALT +F11):

“'vBA

Sue UNPrOTECTSHEET()
ACTIVESHEET.UNPROTECT PASSWORD:=

"



Enp Sus

A

THIS CODE ATTEMPTS TO UNPROTECT THE ACTIVE SHEET WITHOUT A PASSWORD. IF SUCCESSFUL, THE SHEET WILL BE
UNPROTECTED. NOTE THAT THIS ONLY WORKS FOR SHEET-LEVEL PROTECTION, NOT WORKBOOK-LEVEL PROTECTION.

MeTHOD 3: ONLINE PASswoORD ReEcovery TooLs

SEVERAL ONLINE TOOLS CLAIM TO CRACK EXCEL PASSWORDS. HO\X/EVER/ USE CAUTION! MANY OF THESE TOOLS ARE SCAMS
OR MAY CONTAIN MALWARE. |T’S ESSENTIAL TO ONLY USE REPUTABLE TOOLS FROM TRUSTED SOURCES. BE AWARE THAT EVEN
REPUTABLE TOOLS MAY NOT ALWAYS BE SUCCESSFUL, AND THE SUCCESS RATE DEPENDS ON THE COMPLEXITY OF THE
PASSWORD. ALWAYS SCAN DOWNLOADED FILES WITH YOUR ANTIVIRUS SOFTW ARE BEFORE RUNNING THEM.

MeTHOD 4: CONTACTING | T SUPPORT OR EXCEL EXPERTS

IF YOU'VE TRIED ALL THE ABOVE METHODS WITHOUT SUCCESS, CONSIDER SEEKING PROFESSIONAL HELP. IF THE WORKBOOK IS
CRUCIAL FOR WORK OR CONTAINS SENSITIVE INFORMATION, CONTACTING YOUR I'T SUPPORT DEPARTMENT OR AN EXCEL EXPERT
IS RECOMMENDED. THEY MIGHT POSSESS SPECIALIZED TOOLS OR TECHNIQUES TO RECOVER THE PASSWORD OR ACCESS THE
DATA.

MeTHOD 5: RECOVERING FROM A PRevVIous VERSION (IF AVAILABLE)

IF YOU REGULARLY SAVE YOUR WORK TO THE CLOUD (ONEDRIVE, GOOGLE DRIVE) OR HAVE VERSION CONTROL ENABLED, CHECK
FOR AN EARLIER VERSION OF THE FILE BEFORE THE PASSWORD WAS SET. THIS IS A VALUABLE RECOVERY METHOD IF YOU HAPPEN
TO HAVE AN UNPROTECTED COPY.

MeTHOD 6: LAST ReEsorT - DATA RECOVERY SOFTWARE

IN SOME EXTREME CASES WHERE ALL ELSE FAILS, YOU MIGHT CONSIDER USING SPECIALIZED DATA RECOVERY SOFT\W ARE. THESE
PROGRAMS CAN SOMETIMES EXTRACT DATA FROM DAMAGED OR PROTECTED FILES. HO\X/EVER, THESE ARE OFTEN EXPENSIVE AND
MIGHT NOT GUARANTEE COMPLETE DATA RECOVERY.

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS AND SECURITY ADVICE

PASSWORD SECURITY: IT'S CRUCIAL TO USE STRONG, UNIQUE PASSWORDS FOR ALL YOUR IMPORTANT FILES. A STRONG
PASSWORD IS A COMBINATION OF UPPERCASE AND LOWERCASE LETTERS, NUMBERS, AND SYMBOLS.

REGULAR BACKUPS: ALWAYS BACK UP YOUR IMPORTANT FILES REGULARLY TO PREVENT DATA LOSS. CONSIDER USING CLOUD
STORAGE OR EXTERNAL HARD DRIVES FOR BACKUPS.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS: ATTEMPTING TO ACCESS SOMEONE ELSE'S PROTECTED EXCEL FILE WITHOUT PERMISSION IS
UNETHICAL AND POTENTIALLY ILLEGAL. THESE METHODS SHOULD ONLY BE USED FOR YOUR OWN FILES THAT YOU HAVE
FORGOTTEN THE PASSWORD TO.

CoNcLUSION

UNPROTECTING A PASSWORD-PROTECTED EXCEL WORKBOOK WITHOUT THE PASSWORD CAN BE CHALLENGING, BUT WITH THE
METHODS OUTLINED ABOVE, YOU HAVE A RANGE OF OPTIONS TO EXPLORE. REMEMBER TO ALWAYS PRIORITIZE ETHICAL
CONSIDERATIONS AND DATA SECURITY. TRY THE SIMPLER METHODS FIRST AND PROCEED WITH CAUTION WHEN USING MORE
ADVANCED TECHNIQUES. REMEMBER, PREVENTION IS ALWAYS BETTER THAN CURE; UTILIZE STRONG PASSWORDS AND REGULAR
BACKUPS TO AVOID THIS SITUATION IN THE FUTURE.



FAQs

1. CAN | USE THESE METHODS ON EXCEL VERSIONS OTHER THAN 20 16° SOME METHODS MIGHT WORK ON OTHER EXCEL
VERSIONS, BUT COMPATIBILITY MIGHT VARY. THE VBA CODE, FOR EXAMPLE, WILL GENERALLY WORK ON OTHER
VERSIONS BUT MIGHT REQUIRE MINOR ADJUSTMENTS.

1. WHAT IF THE PASSWORD IS EXTREMELY COMPLEX? THE SUCCESS RATE OF PASSWORD RECOVERY TOOLS DECREASES
WITH PASSWORD COMPLEXITY. TRYING COMMON PASSWORDS AND SEEKING PROFESSIONAL HELP MIGHT BE YOUR BEST
OPTIONS.

1. IS IT SAFE TO USE ONLINE PASSWORD RECOVERY TOOLS? EXERCISE EXTREME CAUTION. ALWAYS DOWNLOAD FROM
REPUTABLE SOURCES AND SCAN ANY DOWNLOADED FILES WITH YOUR ANTIVIRUS SOFTW ARE BEFORE EXECUTING THEM.

1. MY WORKBOOK IS CORRUPTED. W/ILL THESE METHODS STILL WORK? CORRUPTED FILES MIGHT REQUIRE DATA RECOVERY
SOFTWARE, WHICH CAN BE EXPENSIVE AND MIGHT NOT GUARANTEE FULL DATA RECOVERY.

1. | ACCIDENTALLY DELETED MY EXCEL FILE. CAN | STILL RECOVER THE DATA?P DEPENDING ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES, DATA
RECOVERY SOFTWARE MIGHT BE ABLE TO RECOVER SOME OF THE DATA FROM YOUR HARD DRIVE. AGAIN, THIS IS NOT
GUARANTEED.
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