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IB Extended Essay World Studies: Your Guide to Success

So, you're facing the daunting task of writing your IB Extended Essay (EE), and you've chosen the

fascinating yet complex world of World Studies. Congratulations – you've picked a topic with immense

potential, but it also requires careful planning and execution. This comprehensive guide will walk you

through everything you need to know about tackling your IB Extended Essay World Studies, from

choosing a compelling research question to crafting a compelling conclusion. We'll unravel the

intricacies of this challenging but rewarding undertaking, providing practical tips and advice to help you

achieve your best possible grade.

1. Understanding the IB Extended Essay World Studies Requirements

Before diving into the exciting aspects of research, let's clarify the fundamentals. The IB Extended

Essay World Studies is a 4000-word independent research paper that allows you to explore a topic of

your choice within the broad framework of World Studies. This differs from other EE subjects in its

interdisciplinary nature. You’ll be combining perspectives from multiple disciplines – history, geography,

economics, political science, even anthropology – to analyze a complex global issue. The key is

demonstrating a sophisticated understanding of interconnectedness and global contexts.

The IB specifically emphasizes the following criteria in evaluating your World Studies EE:

Research Question: This is the cornerstone of your essay. It needs to be focused, researchable, and

clearly articulated. A vague or overly broad question will lead to an unwieldy and ultimately

unsuccessful essay.

Methodology: How will you gather and analyze your evidence? This section requires a detailed

explanation of your research methods, including sources used, data collection techniques, and any



limitations you encountered.

Argumentation: Your essay must present a clear, well-supported argument. This means going beyond

simple description and engaging in critical analysis, drawing insightful conclusions based on your

evidence.

Analysis and Interpretation: Don't just present facts; analyze and interpret them within the context of

your research question. Show your understanding of the underlying causes and consequences of the

issues you're exploring.

Use of Sources: You must demonstrate mastery of academic citation and referencing. This involves

incorporating a wide range of credible sources, including primary and secondary materials, and

correctly citing them using a consistent style (usually MLA or Chicago).

2. Choosing a Compelling Research Question for your IB Extended

Essay World Studies

The research question is arguably the most crucial element of your entire EE. A poorly formulated

question will derail your entire project. Here's how to approach this crucial step:

Start Broad, then Narrow: Begin by brainstorming general areas of interest within World Studies.

Consider topics like globalization, climate change, international relations, migration, poverty, or

technological advancements. Then, gradually refine your focus until you arrive at a specific and

manageable question.

The "So What?" Test: Once you've formulated a potential question, ask yourself: "So what?" If the

answer isn't compelling, then your question likely isn't strong enough. Your research should contribute

something new or offer a fresh perspective on an existing issue.

Feasibility: Ensure your question is realistically researchable within the constraints of time and

available resources. Don't choose a topic that's overly ambitious or requires access to data you can't

obtain.

Interdisciplinary Approach: Remember the interdisciplinary nature of the World Studies EE. Your

research question should naturally lend itself to drawing on multiple disciplines to provide a holistic

analysis.



3. Researching and Structuring your IB Extended Essay World Studies

Effective research is the backbone of a successful EE. Here's a structured approach:

Develop a Research Plan: Outline the specific steps you'll take to answer your research question. This

plan should include a timeline, a list of sources you intend to consult, and a method for analyzing your

data.

Gather Diverse Sources: Utilize a variety of sources, including academic journals, books, reputable

online resources, primary sources (interviews, archival documents), and even statistical data. Aim for a

balanced and credible range of perspectives.

Critical Evaluation of Sources: Don't just passively accept information; critically evaluate the credibility,

bias, and limitations of each source. This critical lens is essential for demonstrating strong analytical

skills.

Organize your Findings: As you gather information, organize it logically, using a system that will

facilitate the writing process. This might involve creating detailed outlines, mind maps, or data tables.

4. Writing and Revising your IB Extended Essay World Studies

The writing process is iterative and requires careful attention to detail:

Clear and Concise Writing: Avoid jargon and overly complex sentences. Strive for clarity and precision

in your language.

Strong Argumentation: Present your findings in a logical and coherent manner, supporting each claim

with compelling evidence. Your argument should be consistently developed throughout the essay.

Proper Citation and Referencing: Use a consistent citation style (MLA or Chicago) throughout your

essay. Accurate referencing is crucial for academic integrity and avoids plagiarism.

Seek Feedback: Before submitting your final draft, seek feedback from your supervisor and peers.

Constructive criticism can help you identify areas for improvement.



5. Conclusion: Mastering the IB Extended Essay World Studies

The IB Extended Essay World Studies presents a unique challenge and an extraordinary opportunity.

By carefully selecting a research question, conducting thorough research, and writing clearly and

concisely, you can produce a high-quality essay that showcases your analytical skills and knowledge

of global issues. Remember, the process is just as important as the product – embrace the learning

experience, and don't be afraid to seek guidance from your supervisor and peers.

FAQs:

Can I choose a controversial topic for my IB Extended Essay World Studies? Yes, but ensure1.

you approach it objectively and avoid expressing strong personal opinions. Focus on analyzing

different perspectives and supporting your claims with evidence.

How many sources should I cite in my IB Extended Essay World Studies? The number of1.

sources isn't as important as the quality and relevance of your sources. Aim for a sufficient

number to support your argument comprehensively, rather than aiming for a specific number.

What if I struggle to find enough relevant sources? If you encounter difficulties finding enough1.

sources, it might indicate that your research question is too narrow or specialized. Consider

broadening your focus or refining your question.



How much time should I dedicate to writing my IB Extended Essay World Studies? Start early!1.

Allocate sufficient time for research, writing, and revisions. A consistent and dedicated approach

is key to success.

What's the difference between an IB Extended Essay in World Studies and one in History?1.

While both involve research and analysis, a World Studies EE emphasizes the

interconnectedness of global issues, drawing on multiple disciplines, whereas a History EE

typically focuses on a specific historical event or period.
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