
jesus came to fulfill the law

Jesus Came to Fulfill the Law: Not Abolish It

Have you ever wrestled with the seemingly contradictory statements in the
Gospels regarding the law of Moses? Some passages suggest Jesus is abolishing
the law, while others depict him upholding it. This apparent conflict leaves
many confused. This post dives deep into the nuanced understanding of Jesus's
relationship with the law, revealing how he fulfilled it, rather than
discarding it. We'll explore the Old Testament context, analyze Jesus's
teachings, and examine how his life, death, and resurrection provide the
ultimate fulfillment of God's law. Prepare to gain a clearer, more profound
understanding of this crucial aspect of Christian faith.

Understanding the Old Testament Law

Before we explore Jesus's role, it's crucial to understand the purpose of the
Law given to Moses. The Law wasn't merely a set of rules; it was a covenant,
a sacred agreement between God and His people. It served several key
purposes:

Defining Holiness: The Law provided a framework for distinguishing between
holy and unholy actions, reflecting God's own perfect holiness. It served as
a mirror, revealing humanity's inherent sinfulness.

Establishing Social Order: Many of the laws addressed practical matters like
hygiene, property rights, and social justice. These regulations aimed to
create a just and flourishing society among God's chosen people.

Pointing to Christ: This is a crucial point often overlooked. The Law, with
its intricate details and sacrificial system, acted as a shadow,
foreshadowing the coming Messiah. It highlighted humanity's need for a
perfect sacrifice and a righteous mediator between God and humanity. It
wasn't intended to be a permanent solution, but rather a temporary guide
pointing toward the ultimate solution: Jesus.

Jesus's Teachings on the Law: More Than Just Words

Jesus didn't simply talk about the law; he lived it. His life was a perfect
embodiment of God's will, a testament to the spirit behind the law. He
consistently emphasized the importance of inner transformation rather than
mere outward conformity:

The Sermon on the Mount: This pivotal teaching isn't a rejection of the law,
but rather an elevation of it. Jesus explains the deeper meaning and intent
behind the commandments. He expands on concepts like murder, adultery, and
oaths, revealing the heart attitudes that lie behind outward actions. For
instance, he addresses anger as the root of murder and lust as the root of
adultery.

Love as the Fulfillment: Throughout his teachings, Jesus repeatedly
highlights the importance of love—love for God and love for neighbor. He
presents these two commandments as the summation of the entire law (Matthew



22:37-40). This isn't about disregarding the other commandments; it's about
understanding that they all stem from and flow into these two fundamental
principles.

Grace and Mercy: Jesus's ministry was characterized by grace and mercy. He
interacted with outcasts, sinners, and tax collectors, demonstrating God's
compassion and willingness to forgive. This doesn't diminish the seriousness
of the law; instead, it reveals the depth of God's love and his desire for
reconciliation.

Jesus as the Perfect Sacrifice: The Ultimate
Fulfillment

The most profound way Jesus fulfilled the law is through his sacrificial
death on the cross. The Old Testament sacrificial system, though temporary,
pointed to the need for a perfect sacrifice to atone for sin. Jesus, the
sinless Son of God, became the ultimate sacrifice, taking upon himself the
penalty for the sins of humanity. His death satisfied God's righteous
demands, fulfilling the requirements of the law perfectly. This act of
atonement didn't abolish the moral principles of the law but removed the
curse and condemnation associated with its transgression.

The resurrection of Jesus further validates his fulfillment of the law. His
resurrection demonstrates God's acceptance of his sacrifice and his victory
over sin and death. It signifies the new covenant established through
Christ's blood, a covenant based on grace and faith, rather than adherence to
a system of laws that humanity could never perfectly keep.

The Law's Continuing Relevance

Does this mean the Old Testament law is irrelevant? Not at all. The moral
principles embodied in the law remain eternally valid. Love, justice,
compassion, honesty – these are timeless truths that reflect God's character
and are still applicable today. However, the method of achieving
righteousness has shifted. We are no longer striving for righteousness
through perfect obedience to the law, but through faith in Jesus Christ, who
has perfectly fulfilled the law on our behalf.

Conclusion

The question of whether Jesus came to abolish or fulfill the law is a false
dichotomy. He fulfilled the law in its deepest meaning, by embodying its
spirit and providing the ultimate sacrifice for its transgression. His life,
death, and resurrection offer a path to righteousness that is both liberating
and transformative. It's a path that encourages inner transformation fueled
by love for God and neighbor, ultimately surpassing mere outward compliance
with a set of rules. Understanding this nuanced relationship between Jesus
and the law is crucial to grasping the heart of the Christian faith.

FAQs

Does Jesus's fulfillment of the law mean we don't have to follow any1.
rules? No, it means we are freed from the legalistic burden of earning



righteousness through perfect obedience. We still strive to live a life
that honors God, guided by love and the moral principles enshrined in
the law.

How can I practically apply the concept of fulfilling the law in my1.
daily life? Focus on the principles of love and compassion. Strive to
act justly, be merciful, and walk humbly with God. Examine your heart,
seeking to understand the root causes of your actions and motivations.

What about specific laws, like dietary laws or Sabbath observance, in1.
the Old Testament? Many of these ceremonial laws were fulfilled in
Christ and are no longer binding on believers. However, the underlying
principles of rest, community, and honoring God are still relevant and
can be applied in various ways.

If Jesus fulfilled the law, why does the Bible still talk about obeying1.
God's commands? The Bible continues to call us to obedience, but this
obedience stems from a heart transformed by grace, not from a legalistic
obligation. It's a response of gratitude and love to a God who has shown
us such incredible mercy.

Doesn't this understanding diminish the importance of the Old Testament?1.
Absolutely not! The Old Testament is essential for understanding the
historical context, the development of God's plan, and the foreshadowing
of Christ. It provides invaluable insight into God's character and his
relationship with humanity. Understanding the Old Testament enhances our
appreciation for the fulfillment that comes through Jesus Christ.
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