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Language Function in a Lesson Plan: A Guide to
Effective Communication

Are you a teacher striving to create engaging and effective lessons? Do you find yourself sometimes
struggling to articulate why certain activities are included beyond simply covering the curriculum?
The answer might lie in explicitly considering language function within your lesson plan. This post
will delve into the crucial role of language function, showing you how to effectively integrate it into
your lesson planning, leading to more purposeful and successful learning outcomes for your
students. We'll explore what language functions are, how to identify them, and provide practical
examples to seamlessly incorporate them into your teaching. Get ready to elevate your lesson
planning to the next level!

Understanding Language Function: Beyond Grammar and
Vocabulary

Before we dive into lesson planning, let's clarify what we mean by "language function." It's more
than just teaching grammar rules or expanding vocabulary; it's about the purpose behind language
use. It's about the communicative action a speaker or writer intends to achieve. Instead of focusing
solely on what students are saying or writing, we focus on why they are saying or writing it. Are they
requesting information? Expressing an opinion? Making a suggestion? These are all examples of
language functions.

Understanding language function allows teachers to design lessons that are:

More purposeful: Students understand the reason behind their learning activities.
More engaging: Activities directly relate to real-world communication needs.
More effective: Students develop fluency and accuracy in authentic contexts.
More communicative: The classroom becomes a space for meaningful interaction.

Identifying Language Functions in Your Curriculum

The first step in incorporating language function into your lesson plans is to identify the key
functions relevant to your curriculum objectives. For instance, if you're teaching a history lesson,
relevant language functions might include: describing events, explaining causes and consequences,
expressing opinions, comparing and contrasting perspectives, and making inferences. In a science
lesson, functions might involve hypothesizing, explaining processes, interpreting data, and making
predictions. Even in math, functions such as explaining reasoning, justifying solutions, and asking
clarifying questions are vital.

Analyze your learning objectives. What are the communicative skills students need to demonstrate
mastery of the subject matter? This analysis will form the foundation for your lesson design.



Integrating Language Functions into Lesson Activities

Once you've identified the relevant language functions, you can integrate them into various
activities. Here are some practical examples:

Role-playing: Create scenarios where students practice using specific language functions. For
example, students could role-play a doctor-patient consultation (requesting information, giving
advice, expressing concerns), a customer service interaction (complaining, requesting a refund,
making a suggestion), or a debate (arguing a point, refuting opposing arguments, summarizing
viewpoints).

Discussions and debates: Encourage students to express their opinions, justify their viewpoints, and
engage in respectful disagreement. This fosters critical thinking and develops fluency in expressing
complex ideas.

Presentations and reports: Students can practice summarizing information, explaining complex
concepts, persuading an audience, and answering questions. This prepares them for real-world
communication situations.

Writing tasks: Design writing prompts that require students to utilize specific language functions.
For instance, a persuasive essay requires students to argue a point of view, while a descriptive essay
calls for vivid language and imagery. A comparative essay requires analyzing similarities and
differences.

Games and activities: Incorporate games and activities that encourage the use of specific language

functions. For instance, a negotiation game could help students practice compromising and
persuading others. A quiz or trivia game can help students practice asking and answering questions.

Creating a Lesson Plan with Language Function in Mind

Let's illustrate how this looks in a practical lesson plan example. Let's say we're teaching a lesson on
persuasive writing to a group of middle school students.

Learning Objective: Students will be able to write a persuasive paragraph using evidence to support
their claim.

Language Functions: Expressing an opinion, providing evidence, justifying a claim, persuading the
reader.

Activities:

1. Brainstorming (10 minutes): Students brainstorm topics they feel strongly about (e.g., school
uniforms, recycling, after-school activities). This addresses the function of expressing an
opinion.

1. Model Text Analysis (15 minutes): Analyze a model persuasive paragraph, identifying the



claim, supporting evidence, and persuasive language. This helps students understand how to
justify a claim and persuade the reader.

1. Planning and Drafting (20 minutes): Students plan and draft their own persuasive paragraphs,
focusing on their chosen topic and using evidence to support their claims. This reinforces all
the targeted language functions.

1. Peer Review (15 minutes): Students exchange drafts and provide feedback, focusing on the
clarity of the claim, the strength of the evidence, and the effectiveness of the persuasive
language. This encourages students to refine their use of persuasive language functions.

1. Revision and Editing (10 minutes): Students revise and edit their paragraphs based on peer
feedback.

This example shows how the language functions are not just add-ons, but are the very core of the
lesson's activities.

Assessing Language Function

Assessment should go beyond simply checking grammatical accuracy. Evaluate students' ability to
effectively use language to achieve the intended communicative purpose. Use rubrics that
specifically assess the successful use of the targeted language functions. For example, a rubric could
assess the clarity of a student's opinion, the strength of their evidence, and the persuasiveness of
their writing.

Conclusion

Integrating language function into your lesson plans is a powerful strategy for creating more
purposeful, engaging, and effective learning experiences. By focusing on the why behind language
use, you empower your students to become more confident and competent communicators.
Remember to identify the relevant language functions for your curriculum objectives, incorporate
them into your lesson activities, and assess students' proficiency in using these functions effectively.
The result? Students who not only understand the content but also know how to use language to
achieve their communication goals.

FAQs

1. How do I adapt this approach for different age groups? The principles remain the same, but



the complexity of the language functions and the activities will vary. Younger learners might
focus on simpler functions like requesting, describing, and expressing feelings, while older
learners can tackle more complex functions like analyzing, arguing, and persuading.

. What if my curriculum doesn't explicitly mention language functions? You can still incorporate
them implicitly. Analyze the skills your students need to demonstrate to achieve the learning
objectives, and those will point to the underlying language functions.

. How can I assess students' use of language functions effectively? Observation during activities,
analysis of written work, and speaking tasks are valuable assessment tools. Consider creating
rubrics that specifically assess the targeted functions.

. Are there any resources available to help me identify language functions? Many textbooks and
online resources categorize language functions. Looking at communicative language teaching
(CLT) materials can be particularly helpful.

. Can I use this approach with all subjects? Absolutely! Every subject area involves
communication, and identifying the relevant language functions will make your lessons more
focused and impactful, regardless of whether it's math, science, history, or art.
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